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DEDICATION 



T O T H E 



WORST MAN 



I N 



HIS majesty's dominions 



MY LORD, 

IH A V E not the honour of being acquainted with your Lordfhip ; and as 
I do not wifli there (hould be any attempt to violate my property, to 
eilrange the afTedions of my wife, to feduce my daughter, or corrupt my fon ; 
it is a matter of real fatisfa^on to me, that I have not formed any connections 
with you. 

To addrefs you, my Lord, in the name you derived from your Anceftors, 
would be treating you in common with thofe who have no titles to diflinguifh 

a them 
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them from the herd of ordinary men. The moft eminent Bards, Orators, 
Philofophers, and Statcfmen, have felt greats delight, and r€ceived an higher 
fame from titles charadteriftic of their excellence, than imperial favour could 
beftow. Does not Mr. GarricFs charaSer, my Lord, derive an honour from 
the application of thofe titles he fo well deferves, the Reformer of the Stage, 
the Great Theatrical 'Example^ the Britijh /tSlor, &c. &c. with which his par- 
ticular name has no more to do, than any other which has been ufed for the 
purpofes of focial diftindfion ? If! were to iquote to your Lordfhip ^n opinidn 
of Solomon %y you might, perhaps, imagine him to be a jfew- broker, a near 
relation, a familiar fervant, or a Charadter in a Comedy; but when I mention 
a faying of the Wife Man^ your Lordfhip will immediately perceive, by this 
diftinguifhing charadleriftic appellatibn, that I mean no lefs a perfonage than 
the Kingof Jfrael. How faint does General, Sir Jeffery, or cvtn Lord Am-- 
herfi found, when compared with -the Conqueror :(f America I Aad how in- 
fipid is the title of General, Sir William, or even LordHowt, on a comparifon 
with the Re-conquerors of it, — fliould the wifhes of Great Britain be com- 
pleated ! * 

Cicero and many others among the Antients owed their names to fomc 
perfonal peculiarity or* defeft, "and the misfortune of 'bandy legs gave a well- 
known -title to one of our own Monarchs. I do not know, my Lord, that 
Natu^'has been guilty of any inattention to your form; and if fhe had, it 

wouldnot have concerned me, who look to the mind as the beft foqrcc of 
name and title. Though, if I •had time, audit were lo the purpofe, we 
might find it inatter of curious fpecula^ion ^to enquire, ,wjiy. the^pQOFGfti^ld 
moft ignoble man on earth, if capricious Nature .has placod a hunch uponthis 
back, fliould be honoured with the fame tide as your Lordfhip, and without 
the formalities of a Royal Patent, 

But to proceed. The bulk of mankind, who are incapable of nice ob- 
-fervation, and to whom, if they were, capable, it woiildbe nfelefe, look -not to 
the more intermediate ftate of human charadter ; but, pafling at once to- theex- 
tremes, fix their attention on the Beft and Worft of Men. Your Lordfhip need 
not, therefore, be afraid, that you will efcape that celebrity which I mean to 

beftow 
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« 

bcftow by this Dcdicatipn,^ Hpwfvcr, no;t to omit j^oy tlj^g wj>fc^ na?y pror 
ducc yjQur oonvi^'on^ J (hall heg leavp, my Lord, to aj^qjijunt yojij, jflj^t Jnaf^y 
years ago, wJw^n inw»kin4 in geocrai werp ijpt ip j?nljgh|:cDfi(l ^p.d infprmec^, 
more particularly with refpedl tQ chafa<5ter, ^ jthpy ^fc af preijbnt, j^ Letjer 
was publiflied, addrefled To the Moji Impudent Man Living-, a title far more 
vague and indeterminate than that which I have done myfelf the honour of 
giving to your Lordfhip. Neverthelefs, the public eye immediately difco- 
vered to whom this poor pjerfgrmance, for it was a very poor one, was ad- 
drefled, though he was flieltered-, where one would think impudence could not 
find a fhelter, in the bofom of the Church. 

4 

There are many in the world, who think the perfedlion of their abilities to 
confifl in making their vices itbe mqans of 'attx^lfting the notice of mankind. 
Your Lordfliip's own heart will tell you, that you are one of the number ; 
and furely you will think all further reafoning on this fubjeft nugatory and 
impertinent, when I aflure you, my Lord, that your fuccefs has been equal 
to your wiflies. 

However, if you arc not convinced by my arguments ; and the propriety of 
that title which my pen has beftowed upon you fliould be a matter of doubt 
in your Lord(hip*s breaft ; will you, my Lord, do me the favour to travel a 
few lines farther, and hear my excufes for the liberty I have taken ? You will 
therefore pardon me, if I ^m now obliged to turn from fo important an ob- 
jeft as Lord , to fo inconfiderable an Individual as myfelf. 

I was not born to refine and polifh my own Compofitions f The long habit 
of making rapid iketches of men and things, has rendered me wholly incapa- 
ble of billing up an Outline with thofe efFeftual mafles of light and fhade, and 
that happy, harmonious mixture of colours, which diftinguifh the work of 
judicious application. I know, my Lord, that I am a carelcfs Writer: The 
inaccuracies of this Addrefs, and the pages which fucceed it, will, I fear, 
fully prove my aflcrtion. Neverthelefs I feel a felf-complacency refulting 
from this performance, unlaboured as it may be, which I am fure your Lord- 
fliip would wi(h me to poflefs as my folace and my reward. This fatisfac^ 

tioQ^ 
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tion, therefore, I cannot fufFer to be diminiflied, nor my allowable vanity 
to be mortified, by prefixing a name to my work which is to be continually 
fcen in the annual pages 6f the blujhing Regifter, and which you never fufFer 
to be erafed from the Journals of your Tradefmen. 



I am, my Lord, with due refpeAf 



Your Lordihip's fincere Friend, 



« « « « ♦ 
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H £ Devil, gtowii' old, was anxious to prepare 

A fit Suctcffor Tor the Infehia! Chair. < 
At length he fummoD'cl fi:n4h Ms Chofeh B^d ; ' 
And thus the Monarch gave his laft command : 
<< Expand your fabk wingsv'^d ipeed to earth t 
** To every Knave of Power, and Imp of Birth, . , > 

B "Statef. 

' .-^ 
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•* Statefmen and Peers, tliefe welcome tidings tell, 
** That Irefolire to quit the Throne of Hell : 

*<.£ut, ere I ceaie to J£ign« 'twUl be my cace . 

" From my dear Children to eled an Heir. 

** For this important end, I now proclaim, 

" And fwear by Satan's high and mighty name, 

** That ere the polling Sun's refplendent ray 
** Dawns on the Upper World another day, 

\< |\^ith q(P terrific poni^PI I ^V ^P^f !^^ 
" On the dark, ebon Throne of Hell, to hear 
" The Claimants of its honours each difplay 



i*m0 ^mmii i<m t^ Bif' . ■*- t •.♦ <m %.»•«*»*.. .»»fc„ »-^-^ jw v*»«:»>g»- 



" Their titles to my proud, imperial fway. 

< < This purpofe let my favourite Mortals know, 
" And fflive them coovoy to my reaj^na Wow." 
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They heard, and in^^it J9aK'4;Wpojx thf?-^i?fflj 

The infernal Region* fpop we^ J^ff bcj>if,d^ ,., , , 

By whirlwinds hoft^th^y ufgc tliC wpid flight, i 

Till, gently fluttcrii^ round thegiddjfih^tlt > 

Of Paul's black, fiwty Dome, tliey unobfcrir*d tU^ti J 
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In ftriA Obedience to their King's command. 
The human fhape aflum'd, along the Strand 
They bend their courfe, to where the Scaffold flood 
That whilom fmoak'd with ftreams of royal blood ; 
And where, I truft, if Tyrant K^ngs fucceed 
To fpurn our facred Laws, — thofe Kings fhall bleed. 



Here they difperfc : — Some take their fav'rite way 
To thofe fam*d manfions— where the $on$ of Play 
By trick and rapine (hare a bafe reward \ 
Shake the falfe dye, and paok the ready card ; 
In fblemn tone their errand they plodaim, 
Their high commifHofx, . and their Sovereign^ name. 



' % 



With joy and wonder (Iruck, the Parties rife I 
" Hell is worth trying for/' *** cries ; 



>,i ■ t / • I 



Pigeons are left unpluck'd, the game unplay'd. 
And F— — forgets the certain Bett he made ; 



4 » 



E*en S— 1— n feels Ambition fire his breaft. 



• • 



* « 



And leaves, half-told, the fabricated Jeft. 



» • » 



Well- 
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Well-plcas'd, th' Infernal Minifters reflime 
Their real forms, and through the midnight gloom, 

' * 

On wide-ftretch*d wirlgs, the eager Claimants bore 
To the dank darknefs of the Stygian fliore. 

. . f . . it'' J . 

The reft of HelFs induflrious Band refort 

* , . 

To the corrupted Purlieus of the Court ; 
To lure the Statcfman from his deep-laid fcheme, 
To wake the Courtier from his goldeii dream, 
And make the C~b— L^n defif e to hold 
Heirs weighty Sceptre,— ^for 'tis made of gold. 

Sure he'd refign foV fiich a tempting fi:c ! 
Hell's Sceptre far outweighs the Golden Key ! 

' t 

But cautious * * fhrinks, when rifles are run, 
And leaves fuch Honors for his Eldest Son. 



Now prowling onwards to the noifome caves 
Where Prostitution rules her needy flares, 
They tempt the Lordling, by Ainbition's charms, 



f * 



From the rank pleafures of a Harlot's arms ; 



'I 



« . 



Then 
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Then, with the Mortal Croud, they bend their flight 
To the dark realms of everlafting Night. 
Lords of the Chamber, — Minifters of State, 
With Sons of Lords, and Hirelings of the Great : 
Men whom the Villain only loves, the Worthy hate ; 
Followed by Pimps, Bawds, Parafites and Whores, 
In crouds, approach'd Hell's adamantine doors. 



\ 



As they came onward, Mercury the gay * 
With lively greetings met them on the way ; 
He was the brifk Sir Clement Cottrell of the Jay. 



The 



♦ If the Orthodox Critic fhould here obfcrvc, that I have thrown a flight upon his Devil, 
by introducing fo great an Heathen as Mercury to his employment, he will difcover, when 
he lowers his eyes to this part of the page, that I have made the obfcrvation before 
him. — But if, according to fome of the antient Chriftian Fathers, his Satanic Majefy 
was fuppofed, for his own private ends, fo concern himfelf with the Heathen Oracles, 
Sybils and Pythoneflcs, I may, furely, under their refpeftable authority, make him 
have occafional recourfe to another of the fame family, without the leaft degradation, 
Befidcs, I had not one of the Rabbinical Writers withjn my reach, while I was writing 
this Poem, to give me the name of Satan's Gentleman-Ufher : fo that, to fave myfelf 
trouble, which I 4U all times hate and deteft,* I borrowed an acquaintance from the 

C Grecian 
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The winged God thrice wav'd.his magic wand J 
The mafUve doors acknowledg'd his command ; 
And, to the Claimants wond'ring Eyes difplay'd. 

i 

Satan, in all his gloom)!: pomp array'd. 

High, in his throne, on golden columns rear'd>. 

The venerable King of Hell appeared. 

In his right hand a weighty mace he bore,, 

And on his brow a regal crown he wore. 

Begirt around with fpiral flames, which flied; 

A fllver luftre o'er his aged head. 

Beneath the Throne, arrang'd in order fat 

The long-eftablifli'd Council of the State.. 

In every hand the flaming torches wave. 

And caft their (plendor through th' imperial cave.. 



* : :> 



Grecian Poets. — Again, if my Critic will but confider of whom the troop confifted 
which received fafe conduft from this winged guide, he muft cAecm Mercury^ who is, 
(Heathenly fpeaking) the prefiding Genius of rogues, (harpers, &c. as properly intro- 
duced to be their conduftor. — And as an Orthodox Critic muft confider all fuch in the 
light of Heathens, my application to the Pagan Mythology will not. appear fo mal-d- 
frppos a$ he at firft imagined. 

High 
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High in the vault the fiery Dragons fhone, 
And Monfters, whofe dire (hape was never known 
To mortal fantafy, — ^when, Reafon flown. 
Fear fills the mind with fpc<ftres of her own.. 
With flaky flames the diflant region glow'd, 
Whofe angry light, in all their horrors fliew'd 
Thofe fields of fire where- guilty Spirits dwell. 
And in loud, ceafelefs flirieks their anguifh tell. 

Nor refpite know :-JIope cannot enter there. 
To calm their (brrows or to foothe defpair.. • 



With horrid clangor now the clarion founds j 
Through the dark dome the jarring thunder bounds. 

Then rofe the King ; and all th' Infernal Crowd 

With threefold reverence to their Monarch bow'd- 
Throughout the Court the expeding murmur ran,. 
But foon was hufli'd jr— when Satan thus began. 



cc 



" Thoufands of years have pafs*d fihce, firft, I fell. 
Into the deep abyfs of flaming Hell ; 



«. 



And 
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." And many an age fince my Almighty Foe 

" Gave me dominion in thefe realms below, 

" Ambition's Slave, from Heaven I was hurled 

** Down to the depths of this Infernal World. 

" Tho' Heaven was loft, Ambiticwi ftill poflefs*d 

** Its darling Empire in my haughty breaft. 

** My Tribes, with fruitleis expedlation chear*d, 

** And Patriot zeal, this gloomy Palace rear'd,— 

** Here fix*d my Throne, — here form'd my awfiil ftate, 

** And to my will refign*d their future fate. 

!* But, cloy'd with power, my Ambition's o'er ; 

«' The boafted charms of Empire are no more I 

" Hear then, my Children, hear your Sire declare, 

" Of Hell's dominions he (hall be the Heir, 

** Whofe paft life bore the moft obdurate crimes ; 

** Who gave new vigour to degenerate times ; 
** Falfe to his God, who every Law defy'd, 

" Thief, Traitor, Hypocrite and Parricide ; 

<* Let him who claims thefe Titles as his own, 

<* Come forward, prove his claim,— and take the Crown. 



w 



The 
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The Monarch ceas'd ••• foremoft flood ; 

And wav'd his hand to hufli the murmuring croud. 
Then graceful bow'd around ; but, ere lie fpoke, 
Satan again the awful filence broke : 



** Well-meaning Youth ! thy great and noble aim 
" Deferves remembrance in the rolls of Fame ! 
" But know, for to thyfelf 'tis yet unknown, 
" Thefe Charaders of 111 thou canft not own. 

" Within the deep recefles of thy breaft 
" The pregnant feeds of many a virtue reft. 
" Now baneful paflions do their place fupply, 
" And check their progrefs to maturity. 
<« The feverifti ardor of difaftrous Game 
«' Burns with a furious, unrelenting flame ; 
" And daily feeks to quench its parching thirft 
" By deeds efteem'd the nobleft and the firft 

" In Hell's black Calendar. — The foul defign 
" To make another's wealth, by treachery, thine ; 



D <c Tq 
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To charm, with pleafing arts, the artlefs Heir 
To call thee friend,-^ then lay th* unerring fnare, 
Pocket his fleeting gold — and leave him to defpair. 
But I, who every diftant Age can fee,. 
Whofe keen look kens the vaft Futurity^ 
lU-pleas'd thy alter'd character behold, 
No more by hungry Appetites controll'd ; 
From every hateful vice and paflion free, 
Lov'd by the Gods above,^ — and loft to me I 

Farewell! Thy well-meant ejfForts will be vain t 

Cherubs attend to bear thee back again !'* 



In order due, Volpone next appear'd ; 
Loofe was his hair, unfhaven was his beard : 
O'er his whole face was fpread a yellow hue,. 
Borrow'd, perhaps, from fome relenting Jew 
Not anxious to be paid, — Gold he had none ; 

Th! inverted pocket told that all was gone. 



1 



But 
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But ere he made his ctaim to Hell's rewards, 

His right hand wav'd aloft the fatal Cards, 

Then, fmiling, thus he fpoke : — " All-gracious Power ] 

" Who from my natal to the prefent hour, 

" Didft o'er my life, with foftering care, prefide,' 

** My Friend, my Guardian, and my faithful Guide I 

** How weak the tafk my ad^ions to review f 

" You know them all, dread Sir, they fprung from You I 

" Aild now, I truft, *tis You alone fuggeft 

** The great, determin'd purpofe of my bread, 

** To try my chance, at this important hour, 

m 

'* And Jfake my Soul againft your fov'reign power 

** Who wins have both."—" Thy foul's already minej' 

Satan replied : — " And I this day affign 

** Thy earthly duty. — Hence, begone, to bait, 

" With maftiff zeal,— a Minifter of State." 



Poor difmifs'd, next comes a noble Peer :. 

Grooms, Pimps, and Link-boys, give the triple cheer; 



Hi» 
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His right hand bore a Horfe-flioe and a Bit ; 
His left, a Book by Angehni writ ; 
To whole fair pages — anxiouii after fame, 
His Lordfhip ventur'd to prefix his name. 
A Wife complain'd that matrimoiiial dues 

r 

Were nightly wafted in the wanton fiews ; 
A Friend lamented how he was beguiFd, 
And mourn'd a ruin'd and forfaken Child ; 
while two attendant Parfons boldiv rwore* 
They never wanted — but he paid the Whore : 
Then loud proclaim'd his knowledge in the wiles 
Of drabby Drury and of low St. Giles. 
Een Saint-like Godby blafts her eyes, and fwears, 
* *'s the moft abandoned of his Peers*. 



Hi; 



♦ This noble perfon, verging to that time of life when he may fay of the Brothels, 
" I myfelf have no plcafure in them," is fond of introducing Gentlemen of the Black 
Cloth and Charafter into thefe places, where he enjoys the contemplation of their 
pleafures, and pays for them.— Mrs. Godhf% piety fufFers very much upon thefe occa- 
fions, and can only be equalled by his L * **s refinement, which is fo uniwrfally 
Jcnown, that I expeft every day to hear of its being fnug in a proverb. 



It 
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His Vouchers done, with fimper on his cheek 
He filent flood ;— for * * cannot fpeak ; ' 

When the fage Council, with one voice, declare 

" Rough-riders would difgrace a regal Chair, ^^ 



Without one Virtue that can grace a name ; 
Without one Vice that e'er exalts to Fame ; 
The defpicable * * next appekrs. 
His bofom panting with its ufual fears : 
He ftrives in vain,— and fruitlefs proves the art. 
To hide, with vacant fiiiile, the treacherous heart. 
The faithful Harry * ftanods nt by his fide. 
His learned Counfel, and his conftant guide ; 



I . 



Who 



It is not impoflible that the fcenc of the two M ly — — ts. Father and Son, may 

be afted over again and again, when a certain young Nobleman returns from his travels. 

Godhfs NoEiurnals^ p. ii6. 
N. B. The manufcript from which this laft note is taken, will make its ap|>earance 

in due time, and unfold fome tranfaftions which the world little thinks of. 
• This young Nobleman*s charafter is, in every refpeifV, a ftriking contraft t^ 
his ■ ; buttheifollqwing Anecdote will give a very ftrong explanation of my idea 
concerning him.~Y^hen Mr. C— -r F; propofcd him to bc.ele<fled into one of th« 

fafhionable dubs, he was almoft univerfally black-balled. Mr. F , who al that 

* 

t tifne 
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Who for an hard-earn'd, narrow competence^ 
Supplies his tongue with words, his .head witli fenfc •^, 
At length, recover'd firora Jkus huge affright^ 

t 

He, ftamniering, reads the Speech he did not write : 



'' Curjft with hereditary love of pelf, 
*' I hate all human beings but myfelf ; 
*' Crofs and perplex my wife, becaufe flie prov'd, 
" Poor girl !-^not rich enough to be belov'd. 

time had great intered ihere, vras m\ich furppifed that his friead AciaM be this 
rejedled : But as he conclpdeci^ and not without rcftfon, that the univerfal diiguft in 
which the family of his Friend was held had prevented his fucccfs, he propofed him 
again, with a declaration, on his honour, that Mr. • • had not one quality in com- 
roonwith any of his family-; Tljfecveat juftifii^ ^- F- — -'s penetration j oa thtf fecoad 
Callot not a fingle black-ball appeared againft his friend. ■ This Anecdote has been 
aflcrted to me as a fadt r But be that as it may, the principle of it is founded in truth, 
and fcrvcs t;he purpofe of doing juftice to a mod amiable Charafter, whofe great merit 
the Author of thefe pages, who fmcerely loves him, is glad to atteft. 

f It is not uncommon for an avaricious Father to faddle a younger Brother for a 
maintenance on the elder, efpecially if he has a place. And if the latter fhould poffeis 
an hereditary bafenefs, he will carry on the fpirit of conditionalizingy and infill that the 
former (hall, in return, give Kim the ufe of his underftanding. It too often happens 

th:t elder brothers want fpirit and underftanding, and that younger ones who have % 

< 

both in an eminent degree, ftand.in need of a provifion. It is hard that Worth and - 
Genius Ihould be fo fituated ! but this is among the fore evils under the Sim ! 

' «B\ft 
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" But all return my hate :— where'er J go, 
" My coward eye beholds a ready foe, 
" And tho' to Earth's extremes my feet I bend, 
" Thefe arms would ne'er embrace a real friend. 

*' When my breaft throbs with unrelenting grief, 

" No friendly Spirits bring the kind relief, 

** If I fink down beneath opprefling pain, 

" Surrounding foes rejoice as I complain. 

" I'm fcofFd by thofe, who from my hand have prov'd 

*' That kindnefs which would make another lov'd ; 

" Men, who to other Patrons bend their knee, 

"Are proud of their Ingratitude to me. 

*' Thus, without Friends on earth, I humbly fuc 

** To firid, my gracious Liege, a Friend in you. 

*• Hated by al/,—Ym fit to be allied 

*' To your Imperial State!" The King replied : 



c< 



If vacant fmiles and hypocritic air 



" Could form pretenfions to this fov'reiga Chair ; 



"If 



^W THE D i A B O L I A D.^ 



" If my pale Crown by tneannefs could be won, 
" Who hcia fo fair a claim ai$ * t^s'Son '? 



• ■ •H' 



" But meaunefs is a vice which Devils difdain ! 

" Should'ft thou attempt, bafe Mortal, here to reign, 

** To wield this Sceptre, — ^and to wear my Crown, 

^' Th' infernal Hoft will rife to caft thee down, 

^^ With furious zeal, where outcaft Spirits lie^ 

^^ In the dark dens of gnafliing Infamy. 

*' Such niirids as thine, — Obferve the truth I tell I 

*^ Find fieither Friends on Earth]— nor Friends in Hell.^ 

r • ' - ' ; 

Appall'd the haplefs Lordling fneak'd away, 

- - • 

And harpies hifs'd him to tlie realms'of Day *. 






I ...» . ^- J . . 



I- A 



-•%■' 



; 1 



tht 



* Several of my friends who were ^nd enough to approve, and, indeed, enforce 
the publication of this lijttle Work, feemp4 to think that I had fruftrated my intention 
of marking the infignificance o?nhis Charafter, by giving fo many lines to the delinea- 
tion of it. But as the bold ftrokcs are more eafily imitated than the finer pcncillings of 
nature, thofe colourlcfs bad qualities whic^i have not fufiiciei3ft;ftr^ngthor (plrit.to rife 
into daring, manly vice, require a great length of defcript ion to imprefs them properly 
€>n the attention of the R^tief/' Inbefe'd, it is my ferious opinion, rhat'this man's life 
would be a profitable lefTon to the world, to prove, that tneannefs oi fpirity though un- 
accompanied by any bold, open violations of virtue, will ever be more contemptibly 
obnoxious, and diftreffing, than any of thofe public vices which are feldom wholly un- 

connefted 
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The murmurs hufti'd— . the Herald ftraight proclaimed 
S— L — N the witty next in order nam'd. 
But be was gone to hear the difraal yells 
Of tortur'd Ghofts and fufFering Criminals. 
Tho' fummon'd thrice, he chofe not to return, 
Charm'd to behold the crackling Culprits burn. 



connc6led with fome fort of principle, and often originate from the fame fource with 
many virtues. The ebullitions of youth, the fpur of neceflity, the prevalence of ex- 
ample may hurry to enormities. In thcfe cafes, however, the caufe is not always diffi- 
cult to be removed, and frequently removes itfclf. The cffefts will then ceafe^ and 
honour and virtue return. 

But a mean fpirit, as in this example, is a low, fneaking, bafe, fixed propenfity t^ 
what is bad, which it love3 ^ and yet is compelled by its fears to afTjme the fembhnce 
of good, which It hates. It is wholly Incorrigible, and attends the CharaAer it has once 
poflefKd through every degree of ftation and of life •, and is very feldom or never kjiDw/i 
to rife into momentary courage or fpirit ; unlefs fuicide, to which it has fometimcs 
applied for a difmiffion from univerfal contempt, may be confidercd as an example of 
them. 

But this fubjcft, which I have already extended beyond the limits of a note, fhall be 
confidered in a feparate publication, illuftrated and proved by anecdotes of the Cha- 
rafter before me when he was at School, the Univerfity, in France, Ireland, Warwick- 
fhirc, and London •, as a School-boy, a Collegian, a Traveller, a Secretary, a Militia- 
Commander, a Hufband, and fo on to the prcfent times,*-*wich collateral relations.^ 

F Witll 



is THE diaboliad; 



With George, all know Ambition muft gi\re place. 
When there's an Execution in the cafe *• 



And now a noily, drunken Crew appear. 
Who on their fhoulders jocund * * bear. 



* I would not be guilty of injuftice to any Charaftcr, George docs not want huma- 
nity ! nay, he has an uncommon portion of this virtue : it extends even to xSxc gaUows '^ 
and is well known to have bedewed his cheeks with tears at the lamentable fate of that 
pious perfonage^ commonly called, Six teen- String Jack. And I may venture to affert, that 
he never faw a man hanged in his life but, when the Jjport wns over^ he would have been 
really happy to have reftored him to life. It requires a kind of knowledge which every- 
body does not poflefs, to reconcile the apparent contradiiftions in the human charac- 
ter. However^ I Ihall not, at prefent, enter further upon the fubjeft than to obiervc^ 
that there are certain propenfities in the mind, which, being long indulged, beconic 
irrefiftible, and (land between Men and their bed ioterells. All the World know^ that 

Mr. S is attached to gaming, and that when he games, he wifhes to win. And 

xhere are many will tell you, that this love of play, when it has taken root, becomes 
the leading, if not the fole, propenfity of the human breaft. But in the Charafter bc« 
fore me, there is an evident example of two leading propenfities in the fame miadt 
which, upon certain occaQons, form a fpirit of accommodation, and blend with 
each other. This very Gentleman, though he had made a very confiderabic bctt 
.that he fhould not be at a certain execution, was, notwithftanding, difcovered to be 
aftually prefent at the fpecfacle^ drefled like an old woman, in ajofeph and bonnet, and 
feated on horfeback, &c. &c. This is a twofold irrefiftible propenfity ! Ncvcrthc- 
lef^ U£org,e is.a man of humanity.. 

And 
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And blujhing too ; — tho' Bacchus midnight dye 
Veils the fuffufion of his modcfty. 
Inflam*d with wine, and reeling in their dance, 
With Bacchanalian carrol they advance. 
An ivy Chaplet on his head he wears ; 
His willing hand the mafiy Goblet bears : 
But as the trembling cup he frequent fips, 
Th' ungrateful Claret oozes from his lips* 
In larger dreams it foon begins to flow, 
With copious dafliings, on his friends below. 



9 

Returning loud acclaim, the laughing Crowd 
Hafte to let down their Honourable load. 
On the firm rock they plac'd their dripping chair, 
When, lo I the Hero *gan to (lumber there. 
Thrice rousM, he opes his eyes, and, half awake. 
He boldly hiccups — ^but he cannot ipeak. 
A dewy torpor o'er his fenfes creeps ; 
Again he belches, fnorts, and grunts, and fleeps. 



Now 
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Nov/ 'mid the Council, rofe a Stygian Fcer, 

A more malignant Spirit was not there ! 
The haughty brow and angry look he wore. 
Which, upon earth, the c^ucai B * * d bore : 
And with impatient air he thus expref3*d: 
The fecret counfels of his troubled breaft. 



" 'T would ill become me, my all-fov'reign Power \ 
" In this dread place, and at this awful hour, 
" From my infernal nature to depart,. 
" And own the feelings of a grateful heart, 
** But that I mean thofe feelings to belye, 

*• And dafh their pow'rs with hellifli enmity. 



(( 



To me the drowfy Claimant has been known 



** Full many a year :— Nor do I blufh to owa 
" His faithful fervice and his pliant foul 
** So fitly moulded to my proud controul,. 

** My bafe behefts he never difobey'd, 

** And what I bid him fay, he always faid. 



« With 
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** With fmutty tales his barren wit he ftor'd, 
" To be the Momus of my frugal Board. 
" When at my back the angry Lafli was throwrtv 
<* He (av'd me, — and received it on hi» own *. 
<* By thefe, and many kindred deeds, he prov'd 
" My trufty Slave, — and was by me belov*d. 
*< At lengtli, I rais'd him from his low eftate, 
" To give him place among the rich and great f : 
" And now, poflefs'd of the World's wary fenfe, 

" Jf^itb evry privilege of Impudence y 

" He fpeaks alike his Hatred and his Love, 

** And guides my Fadtidns in the Realm above. 

" There, my all-gracious Liege, Oh let him dwell, 

" To form new fubjeds for the King of Hell !'* 



* The corredion which the late Duke of B , and a noble Earl now living, de^ 
lervedly received fome years ago on the Courfe at Litchfield, with the interpofition of 
this modeft peribn, and his fubiequent elevations,i— are they not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the Heufe of B y I 

■\ The fate of Nations, as well as of Men, has been often faid to hang by a very flender 
thread : but this man, I believe, is the firft whofe unexpedled fortunes may be literally 
traced to the Ufit oftm borft-wbip. 

O He 
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He ceas'd— and ftrait the Bacchanalian Crew 

r 

Uprear'd their fleepirjg Hero,— and withdrew. 



With eafy, meafur'd fleps, lo I * appears, 
And ftrives to hide the wafte of wrinkling years. 
Time had long wafli'd the bloom from ofF his face. 
But the enliv'ning Rouge fupplies its place. 
Through the large circle of near half an Age 
This Lord has ftrutted on the public ftage, 

The foppifh Prince of Fops, the Maccaroni Sage. 
But, charm'd with trifles, pleas'd with every toy, 
Still he is young, — if Folly makes the Boy, 

The verdant Ribbon grac'd his filken veil, 

The Star's pale filver glitter'd on his breaft ; 

While, to a nearer ken, his wrinkles fhew 

The furrow'd emblems of the batter d Beau, 

At fam'd Newmarket he was taught to cheat, 

To league with Grooms and frame th' unerring Bett ; 

Here learn'd the Jockey's art— and, what is worfe,— 

Pradis'd the Jockey's arts upon the Courfe. 



But 
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But now the wifer Youth defpifc his aid 

In the ftale Stable Tricks or Gambling Trade ; 

And fince each mufhroom Fopling doth excel 

His vet' ran tafte, — the Peer, — Oh ftrange to tell ! > 

Burns with the proud defire to give the Ton to Hell. j' 

But ah ! — no fweets perfume the murky air, 

Nor does the Agujari warble there. 

Sulphureous flames difpenfe their odours round, 

And fiery caves emit their difmal found ; 

Blue vapours flafh, and every moment fhed 

Difafler on his well-appointed Head : * 

Bleak, rapid winds, with furious blaft, unfurl 

The various foldings of the frizzled Curl : 

The poifonous mildews his bright Star aflail, 

And the rent Ribbon flutters in the gale. 

— The affrighted Peer both prayM and fwore in vain, 

*TiU an hyfteric easM him of his pain. 



His bofom burning with the adive flame 
Of proud Ambition, Malagrida came ; 



Nor 
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Nor came alone ; crowds his arrival grace, 
Wits out of bread> and Statefmen out of place : 
B * * the brave, and P * * the Divine^ 
Attend to aid their Patron's great defign ; 
With Soldier's fword, and Prefbyterian cant. 
Together forming the Church militant, 
— Becloak'd in black, beneath the fable cloud 
Of a broad beaver, fubtle Foigard flood, 
And feem'd to mufe ; while the bold Son of War 
Shew'd his rough face, and pointed to the fear. 
With thefe fupports, the modeft Peer preferred 
His claim, which Satan. witK attention heard. 



** Let others, of their varied vices vain, 
^ < Boaft their delight in ill, and high difdain 
" Of virtuous deeds : Let them, with flippant tojigiie^ 
** Declare how great their flcili in- doing wrong r 
** Let them their frauds, their burning, mifchiefs tell, 
** And thus make out their claim to rule in Hell : 
" I (hall, great Sir, by yoxa dread leave, purfue 
** A better way, and more approved by you; 



•« From 
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" From me you fliall not hear the idlepraife 
" Of folly pradis'd in my boyifli days. 
" I will not trouble the Infernal Peers 

** With the long ftory of my riper years ; 

** But, in plain, artlefs words, at once declare, 

" If I'm appointed to your Sov'reign Chair, 

** What ads of wifdom fhall adorn my reign, 

" What new decretals will my power fuftain ; 

" What fchemes, what great defigns, I fliall propofe, 

" To aid the friends of Hell, and fpoil her foes ; 

" Whom, in my Sovereign will, I fliall create 

"The Delegates of my Infernal State, 

** Whofe fage and fober Councils may-attend 

" Their Mafter's fummons, and his power befriend. 

** Dread King I behold them here I On Earth they prov'd 

" True to my interefts, and their worth I lov*d. 

" This fage, grave Dodlor, now no more divine*^ 

" Refleding that 'twas folly to confine 



• If a Clergyman throws afide the paftoral duties of his profeflion, the facred cha-. 
raBer is, in/adl, dcfcrted, though the title and external appearance may be preferved. 

H '^ His 
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** His roving genius, on the wing to fly 

** Above the dull track of Divinity, 

" Threw ofFthe Paftor's mean, ungrateful charge, 
** Where'er his fancy led, to roam at large, 

** And, fed by me, with eafy fmiles, deny 

** Th' imputed guilt of foul Hypocrify. 

** Myfterious Nature hath to him difplay'd 

** Full many a wonder that, for ages laid 

* * In her dark ftore-houfe, fhunn*d th' exploring eye 

" Of ftudious Art^and pale Philofophy. 

" Here, in thefe dread abodes, his foul aipires 

" To fhew his fkill, and curb your raging fires 

* ' With ftrwig eleSfric power y or diipel 

** The(e noifome vapours from the caves of Hell. 

** He can to every taflc his wits apply, 

** Bleft with a happy verfatility. 

** Now deep immers'd in Philofophic lore, 

** And now the fate of Nations he'll explore ; 



« 



Or, 
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<* Or, if 'twould anfwer any good * defigii, 

** Science and Politics he would reiign, 

** And Aide once more into the dull Divine. 

** But here's my Soldier, and my foul's delight, 

** As great in Oratory as in Fight ; 

** Whofe fteady lervice has long won my love ; 

** My faithful Echo in the world above f . 

'< With help-mates fuch as theie, I (hall maintain 

« 

<< A fair dominion and a profperous reign." 

** Their fteady faith" Satan, in hafte, reply'd, 

« 

** Within thefe awful realms fhall ne*cr be try'd ; 
" Nor (hall my Iblid Kingdom fuiFer wrong 
** From the foft falsehood s of thy fubtle tongue. 
** Celeftial Virtue made the fix'd decree 
" Which marks the limits of my royalty.. 

* There is. fcarce a w()rd in the Eaglifh Vocabulary which is more varioufly applied 
than this. On the prefent occalion,. the Reader is at liberty to ufc it in that fenie which 
will be mod fatisfa^ory to himfclf. 

-f- In a former age, great men hnd their fooU ; but times and manners are changed : 
NOW they have their orators. 

" The 



€i 
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<* The Laws of Hell unaltered miift remain 

" 'Till Heaven, that form'd, diflblves the triple chain 

Of ftubborn Fate, fcaroe knowing how to bend 
** Beneath that Power on whom its years depend ; 
" Who gave it being, — and will appoint its end. 
" Shall puny Legiflators then, whofc breath 
** Tuft makes a tranfient life, then finks in death ; 
" Whofe fickle Laws now ftrengthen, now pull down 



*' The tottering fabric of an- Earthly Crown; 
" Whofe higheft virtues and whofe nobleft rage 
** Scarce claim remembrance through a fleeting age ; 
'* Shall fuch as thefe, grown infolent and vain 
" From Party-praifes and the flattering ftrain 

** Of needy Sycophants fhall fuch pretend 

" Our Statur^es and appointed Laws to mend ? 

p 
J 

" Perifli the thought l—and know, — prefumptuous Lord ! 

" To your propofals Hell will ne'er accord ! 

" In diftant climes, beyond th' Atlantic Seas, 

" Your words would give delight, — ^your projed pleafe. 

" There, fann'd by me, lewd Fadlion's quick'ning flame 

" Infpires my duteous Chil dren to defame 

<* Thofe 
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" Thofc laws of Freedom which fo long have ilood, 
** Fix'd in the cement of Britannia s blood. 



** There, by fubverting Delegates difplay 

" T he madding pride of Democratic fway. 

" There, fond of fpoil and eager to undo, 

" How happy they — to find a Friend in you I 
" Hade then,— away I — America explore f 

** Rebellion wooes you to her Northern Shore /* * 



Then in fucceffiqn came a Peer of words, 

\ 

Well known,— and honour d in the Houfe of Lordsy 

Whofe Eloquence all Parallel defies I 

So Sandwich fays, and Sandwich never lies. • 

No doubt, the partial Earl delights to fee, 

In this yoting Lord, hit own Epitome. 

Behind him came, in Regimental dreft. 

The brazen Gorget hanging on his breaft, 

Th' obfequious Coufin, ready to obey. 
Whatever might be the bufinefs of the day. 



With 



3g T H Er P f A B O f. I *A D. 

With folemn \ps>h th? coafcious Peer bpgan 
Thus to addrefs the Military Man : 



*' Friend, Coufin, f^y^ap, a^. b)^\y.{i^t?va;;Il^^np, ._ , 
" You would be ^/<!^^4 by. ,the trump, of ^upie, : , 
" Approach, and letvi IJ19 np\^ unufuaJ aid L 
" You, my brave Soldiqr, ^^^^: *?j§ .^friV^r 
*' But when the critjcJ^o*y«i,of J^aid^s fcpMiat 
** With thy affiftance, I fliall mount the Throne ; 
" And then, to thee, my Coz, thefe Powers flball bend, 
*' Their Monarch's favourite Cpunf^llor ancj friend. 



t I 



.# r « ■ • • * ' * ' 



uit at tny curious, vice 1 ve itooa amaz d, 
*' While half-fiedgd Suhj^lterm^ witji ^pycjer, gaz/^ 
" of you, their fage Lieutenant.^ ^^Mp^ ^^^ 
" The weaknefs of all Virtue to difcern ! * 
" You fill their brains with Honour and Renown ; 



I ■ » • • , « 



• ■. * 



" And teach them how to live — u/>on the Town ; 
" To whore, to bully, to blafpheme, to game, 

'* To fcorn the boyifh tlufli and honeft fhanie ; 



(€ 



Aiu 
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And having vers*d them in each comnK>n evil, 
Lead them to Mafqucs. to peribnate the Devil : 
Their grateful Parents will your pains requite, 
And fill the Boxes on an Author's Night. 



<« 



'Twas you unlocked a pious Parent's dpors 



'* For Pandars, Gamefters, Whores* and Sons of Whores : 
" And with unGomniCffi fijii^, du^t bleft, , , . 
" Sent her from.ti<elji on,eaxth» in HtaifctiXo reft. 



. « 



" But to my purpofe. — In the World above, 
" Bound by refembling chara^ers and love,, 

< 

*• We liv'd together,, apd: togetljiEf ft^-d 

" In Vice's publiq,wal{&AQd,fe9i£t.£bc»derf 
'* I found thee apt io.evfry ar^ul wi}e, • 



• «. ! 



): 



" Proud to defame, and eager to beguile. 
*• Whene'er I figh'4 tp.pra^e aJ>epeit,^ , , . 
•* In. thee,. m)r Coz, I found the.rcadjr Chi^at. 

f 

" Whene'er I wanted FaKehoodrto fupply 

" The place of Truth,— you/ound the ready Lie. 



• » 



" When, 
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** When, to give fpirit to feme tedious hour, 

" I wifli'd to fee the Pedant; .Parfon lower, 

" To make the Simple ftare, the Virtuous figh, — 

" Your tongue pour*d forth the ready Blafphemy. 
*' Bat now the fcene is chang'd j that farce is o*er, 
" And e'en your Falfehood will afllft no more. 
** Start not at what I fay, —well -tempered Youth I 
** Be not alarm'd, — ^you now muft fpj&ak the truth. 
** Look not fo pale, 'twill fuit yow nature well ; 
** You /^V on earthy and you /peak truth in HelU* 



This chear*dhim much, and made his cheeks to glow. 
And fav'd his bofbm from the threat'ning woe; 
Which when his Lordfhip iaw, in haughty tone 
He thus laid claim to the Infernal Throne : 



** Is there a guilty deed I have not done ? 

•* What fay you, Coz ?" The Captain anfwerM, " None \ 
*• Have I not whor'd my/elf, and made thee whore ? 
** Confirm it with an oath I'* — The Captain fworc. 



f9 



«« 



Have 
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M 



Have I not adled every Villain's part ? 



" Have I not broke a Noble Parent's heart ? 



** By deeds of ill have I not feem'd to live ?" 

The Captain gave a bold affirmative. 

" Do I not daily boaft, how I betray 'd 

" The tender Widow, and the virtuous Maid ? 



" Thefe ferious crimes you know, and many more : 
" Swear, Sir !" — By Ninus ^een the Captain fwore I 
(The Queen who lur'd him to difgrace his cloth, 
And gave him bread, now ferv'd him for an oath). 



But as he fpoke, there iffiied from the crowd, 
* * the bafe, the cruel, and the proud ; 
And eager cried, <* I boaft fuperior claim 

To Hell's dark Throne, and * * is my name. 

What, ihall that ftripling Lord contend with me ? 

I have four Sons as old and bad as he ! 

Whate'er he fwears, I'll fwear— he fays, I'll fay I 
And look. All-gracious King, my hairs are grey!'* 



K Th' 
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Tl/ aftoriifhf d Deftions oft ^ach 6tkef gaft'd, ^ 
And Satan's felf fat filent attd amaz'd ; 
Revolving, in his dubious mind, the ftate 
And crimes of each afpiring Candidate ; 
Then clanking chains and doleful fhrieks were heard, 
And injur'd * * 's raving-Ghoft appear'd *: 
His bofom heav.'d with many a torturing figh^ 
And bloody dreams giifh'd forth from either eye. 
With piteous look he did a Talc unfold, 
Black with fuch horrid deeds, that, being told, 
Hell's craggy vaults with Acclamations ring, 
And joyful fhouts of -— ?' * * fh^li be King I" 






^t 



• S^ the Letters of Junius^ where that able Writer has obfcrved, with his ufuat 
fpirit and good fenfe, upon this guilty tranfaftion. Junius felt for human nature, and 
would not fufFer his pen to trace all the particulars of it. To degrade the Criminal, 
they fhould be remembered; but for the fake of humanity, theyjiaj better be for- 
gotten. 
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DEDICATION 



to THE 



W O R S T W O M AN 



I NT 



• r 



HER majesty's D O M t K I O N ff. 



MADAM, OR, MY LADY, 

■ • 

AS lam happily but little acqaainted with Ladies in high life, I coii- 
fe6 myiUf pcffedlj^'igaortnt either of your rank or dements ; whkh 
. JitK rtduped me -to the aukwardf neceiJitT of this vague and inde-* 
iinite iddie^ ^Pbc xhaw^ftfr above deicribed wilU^ no dodbt^ he feverally 
aiui fttfticMkrly a9f)iefi,;aocoixiiQg to the WQrl4''« gucfs, knowledge, or ma- 
levolcncei. and' a- certain canfcioufneia in fi)me female breafts, may poffibly 
tinake tbem condode themielves to he the peribns obliouely aimed at in 
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tbk ptace*; butl^licreby <kclare/-^«t Ihad so ifccific Female in rieirivlmi 
I fat down to write this Dedication ; dnd (ball therefore refer ray £ur ILea* 
ders to the known Adage of, ^/ capit, iUe fecit i which, for their ikkest 
I fhall tranflate, by a iynonimous Englifh Provcrbf ff^m tbs Cap Jits^ €*em 



let thedk v)e(tr k. \ 



The following Vcric6, be afllired of it, Madam^ arc the firft ^irw- 
nalian Lines I ever compofed> .in ixiy life; J>ut being a ibrt of Knight« 
errant in my Nature^ I confefs I felt myfelf confiderably piqued, for the 
honour of your (ex, upon peruiing a Poem called 7be Diaboliad, kUely 
publi(hed ;. and oot feeing iiny maoiyer of reafon, ^hy or wherefore Women 
have not as good a right, where equal merits appear, to be damned to ever^ 
lofting fame ^ as well as Men, I have thus boldly ventured to enter the lifts 

r 

of Chivalry againft that partial Author, and meafure my lance with his» ia 
the extenfive Campw Martius4ii Satire* • . . ^ 

** Tremble, thou wretch! 

That haft within thee undivulged crimes, 
Uawbipt of juftice!" 

• f ■ 

I 

We neither of us pretend to ftile ourfclves Poets (I fpeak foif myitfl^ ^t 
leaft); {6 that to carry on the allufion above made, we may- be cdhfidertd 
rather as Squires, than Knigbts, in this ipecies of literature. But 'its Indigo' 
nation is laid to infpire Verfe, we' have equally, and I think conkmendablj 
too, exprefled our refentment againfl the numerous vices and grt)f$ immo- 
ralities of the tinofe. ^ • ^ 
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.Thf. <;f^tpdp, ^' Superior » t: fiaatter o5rgnett 'tinotncht to thi" iiiftrf6r 
cl^cs^f f;^^njqfl'd.. Tb<? vice^jof -the Gxat?-«atarally defeencP^ buVthoie df 
tb§. Vi^Igai; ftWoqa rife. .People of .rank anaft ftoQ^»to tlieffi; cfrc thfey re* 
ccivc ^p^ infc^n^. The depravity of t iiogle Peer ' or' Peewfii' ibdit St. 
James'$, diffufes more poUbnous cffc(5ls through the Town, thaii -all ttife pro- 
fligacy of St. Giles's. 



» ■ 



• PdBbly, the cofimpt manners of the prefcnt age may not exceed thofe of 
fdf mer' times; but there is this peculiar diftindiion to be obferved between 
them. That; upon a comparlfon, the purity, virtue and decorum, of pur King 
and Que6n,'fbrm fb ftriking' a Con traft with the Corruption of manners 
among the generality of our Nobility, and other refpcdtable ranks of life, 
in this kingdom, as may render the Modern Libertinifin, and indecencies 

of this Nation, more apparently remarkable, than thofe of our Predeceflbr«, 

• ■ 

Charles and his Court were of a Piece— ^George and his are of a quite dif- 
ferent Pattern, 



The ftrifteft and moft comprchenfive laws of Man, cannot be fo aptly 
framed as to apply a remedy, or a fcourge, to many of the crimes and 
enormities daily pra^ifed in the world, Satire, therefore, is an trifful^ilp-- 
plement to Legiflation* When a Culprit efcapcs out of the hands of juftit^,' 
he ihould always be banged in effigy. This refoufce, then, in'Yome fbrt,* 
fervcs to fupply the Office of Censor, which it was thought neccflary'rcJ 
eftablijOb in the ancient Common^wealth of Rome% 



■ •^ -^ 
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The fharp pen of Aretin once made moft of the Sovereign Princes of 
Europe bis tributaries ; and the' keen Iambics of Archilochus and Hippo- 
naXf who, whhout vanity I may fay, were not better Poets than we, are 
faid to have driven the Perfons who were the fubje^ of them, to fuch ads 
of defperation, as to hang and drown themfelves. I (hould be fbrry to 
bear of fo tragical an efFcft being produced by the Knes of my fpirited 
Compeer or me; for though I bear hatred to vice, I harbour no malevo- 
lence, even to the vicious ; but if our Aridlures (hould conduce towards die 
reformation, the contrition, or repentance^, of the feveral objeds of our re- 
proof, we may be faid to have performed fome fervice, at leaft, to the Com« 
mon-wcalth of Morals. Such as they are, you are moft heardly welcome to 
them ; and that you may receive the full benefit of their intention^ is the. 
fincere wifh of, ... 



Madam, or. My Lady, 



Your mofl humble and obedient Servant, 



BELPHEGOR. 



^ /•• 



ADVERTISEMENT 



BY THE 



EDITORS 



WHEN the following Poem was put into oar hands, Wd' tbongbt it 
neceflary to write Notes on Ibme of the paflages^ in order t(> render 
the Text more clear and intelligible; for though the Author^ in his Preface^ 
takes the liberty of comparing himfelf to Juvenal, wc are of opinion that he 
more rcfembles Per/ius ; wbofe writings arc both more fevere, and obfcure. 
But in fome places, indeed, he has fpoken rather too plain ; which has induced 
us to leave out feveral of his lines, as may be fcen by the afterifks, in fome 
of the fdilowing pages. 



To the PUBLIC. 



■ 1 • 1. 

SOM£ time after the $rft. Edition of this Poem was pubUflied^^jui Arifiver to 
•■• ' 
it was advertifed, under the Title of A NTI-DI ABO-LADY ; which pleafcd 

ine much, as I was in hopes that fome gajlant Champion of the Ladies and I nnight 
have had occafion for fomc keen encounter of our witSy as Richard faid to Lady Anne 
—I had reafon, at leaft, to have fuppofed that the argument would have been taken 
up on the old Sluagmire^ not Terrn-firma^ ground, of perfonal ftrid:are being un- 
warrantable, as the punifhment may extend beyond the guilty — which is a plea often 

madeufe of by Culprits, in bar of fentence — and that the liberty of th:: Prefs mill- 

^ "If" 
tatcs agiinft the liberty of the Subjeft, if Lords, Lkdies, Gentry, and others, mifty 

. i 

not do as they pleaft, unaccountably \ — and that thus to impofe a tax upon Vice, with- 
out bringing in a Shilling to the Treafury, is fuch an oppreflion as was never 
thought of, even by our Miniftry; 



But not a word in the Piece of all my ingenious furmifes ; for how mortified and 
difappointed was I, upon perufing this wretched fcroU, when I there met with fuch 
hubble-bubble, unmeaning, catchpenny ftufF, as no Blackfmith, Collier, or Chimney- 
iivccper ever fet pen to paper, or Printer's Devil put manufcript to Prefs with, before. 

BELPHEGOR. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



BY THE 



EDITORS 



WHEN the following Poem was pue into oat hands, Wd' tboagbt it 
neceffary to write Notes on ibme of the pailages, in order t^ rendier 
the Text more clear and intelligible; for though the Aathor^ in. his Preface^ 
takes the liberty of comparing himfelf to Juvenal, wc are of opinion that he 
more rcfcmbles Perfius ; whofe writings arc both more fevere, and obfcurc* 
But in feme places, indeed, he has fpoken rather too plain ; which has induced 
us to leave out feveral of his lines, as may be feen by the afterifks^ in fome 
of the fdilowing pages. 
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^* Reft rain my a6ls within the Chriftian fcopc^ 

^* And whore in celibacy, like the Pope ? 

*• What tho' I m head of that Hicrarchal Scheme, 

" Which deems it fin in Pricfts to quench their flame 

" In Marri^-rites ; yet Modern Records tell, 

•* Tho* made in Heaven, they are confirmed in Hcll^ 

" Since fuch the prcfent ftate of Wedlock, I, 

** As Prieft and Devil, will the adventure try* 



4€ 



Befides, the Pagan fyftcm is my Creed, 



*• And in that ancient ritual all may read, 
" That Pluto, our great Prototype, had wed 



. \ 



cc 



A mortal female to his throne and bed." ( ^ ) 



( ^ ) The Poet may pofllbly be rcpr^ehcnded here, bjr fomt Critics or JDiviaeaf Soi fkt 
confudon of theology that may be objcfled to this pafTage. But as the good old pro- 
verb fay>, that Example is titter than precept^ we (hall refer his defence, firft, to Ariofto^ 
or Tailb, I forget which, for I am but a poor (cholar in the hMfiari Latin Autbws, ^here 
the Heathen mythology and the Chriftian fyftcm are mixed together in the fame Icene;. 
and, next, to Rubens, who in his Luxemburgh Gallery has made Hym^n dSK^ Su Denis 
(I think it is) jointly prcfide at the marriage of Henry IV. 



He 
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He told i then fent his Imps thro' Earth to rove^ 
And chufe a Paramour for Satan's love. 
The ready Miniftcrs of HclFs commands 
Obedient fly, and take their feveral ftands 

At Court, Cornslys', and the Coterie; 
Where Vice, more vicious by cflErontery, 
Fearlefs, unbluihing, braves the eternal laws 
Of God and Man> to aid the Devil's cauie* 
From thefe reforts the Imps of Satan chofe 

So hopeful a Seraglio, that 'twould pofe 
The Devil himfelf to judge the equal claims 
To Heirs Sultanafhip, between fuch Dames ; 
Who eager all to obtain Infernal fway, 



In order thus prefer their feveral plea« 



Firft * appeared, and to conviftion fwore. 
Her fmalleft q(ime was that of being Whore ; 
Adultery (he added to her plan. 

Defying equally bodi Goo tad M4ic« 



■='-ln 
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In forgery and perjury ov/ncd fuch art; 
She palmed the Gold, while others paid the finart ; 
And left her juft pretences (hould be vain, 
The AdelpH P** (c) vouch the trag^ fccnc. 



I r 



Satan with pleafure heard the fli6cking laic. 
But inward grieved fuch merits there fliould fail ; 
" The Vice defeats itfelf," replied the Devil, 
** That makes examples to deter from evil.'* 



Next * * forward came, as frail as fair, 
And urged her fuit with confidential air : 



« 



Tho' nobly born," (he cried, " and high in life. 



• 

** A fpotlcfs Maiden, and an honoured Wife, 



c« 



« 



Yet fcorning thefe, I fpurned fuch humble fame, 

k 

And boldly facrificed a Matron's name t 



.1 



• »i 



- 1 « 



. . V ^ 



i . 



1 



V 



(r) Sir T** F** too might hai^e fufftcicntly fupport'ed the lame evidence'; but, by 
his not being mentioned in this caufe, ^is td be fuppofcd that his avocations in Chan^ 
j^AUcy had prevented his appearance j// in Courti 
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'** My firft amour was with a Youth of Blood j (d) 
" But here I would not have it underftood, 
•** That 'twas Atnbition made me aim fo high* 
" No — 'twas to aggrandize nay infamy 3 

4 

** I chofe, to (hew all fenfe of virtue loft, 
** A Swain who nought but Pedigree -could boaft: 
«' Afk treach'rous D**, (^) if you doubt my word, 1 

-*' Who firft abetted, then approved {f) me whored, y 

" And ftampt the fhame (he had herfelf procured. J 

** A firft amour is feldom found the laft, 
*' From hand to hand thro' low intrigues 1 paft ; 



{d) Left the equivocation of Tides might lead our readers to miftake the perfo^ 
^ve think it proper to acquaint them that, this Galant was not the Hero of C^^^, but 
the one who going to bed by bimfelf^ was furprized, when he awoke, at finding bimfelf 
Jy bimfelf ^uite alone. See certain JLove-Letters upon record. 

( ^ ) A certain Lady of quality who was a confidant in the amoor, and afterwards prov< 
the Crim. Con. in Courts 

(/) One of the fenfcs of this verb is, in a legal fcnfc, to accufe^ to inform again/! ^ 
or convili\ from whence the Noun Approver. This note had been unnecefTary, if Lexi- 

« 

^phanes, among the other neglects in his pompous Didionary, had not left this article 
*innper£ed« 

C ^' Till 
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'* Till fatiatlng the public eye, lefs rare, 

'* I ceafed at kngth to be the fuiJic care, (g) 

'^ Yet being refolved thro' all mankind to rove, 

'* I, when ncgleded, proffered love for love ^ (h} 

'* And tho' an Earl's Coronet I ftill pofleft, 

•* Corona Veneris ( / ) was my favourite Creft." 



She paufcd ; when Satan, with decifion nice, 
Deemed thefe but petty-larcenies in vice ; 
ihe pilfered from herfelf, (he injured none, 
Ind therefore was unfit to grace bis throne. 
^ Thy deeds have been fo very mean, he cried, 
^ They but prefer you to be * * 's bride : ( i ) 
' Befides, to credit your firft Shame we're loath, 
' As being acquitted on a Bible-Oatb'' ( /) 



{g ) Puhlica €ura—an expreflion made ufcf of by Horace, for a Courtcfan, L. II, Od. §• 
(b) This was apparently the cafe at a late Mafquerade. 

( i ) This is not the Myrtle Wreath with which the Venus Arnica crowns her Votaries, 
ut a certain Frontlet, with which her Baftard Sifter, the Venus Meretrix^ is ufed to 
igmatize her Devotees. 

{k) See The Diaboliad, page 13, 2d paragraph. 

( I) The Story is upon record, and therefore requires no note. 

The 
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The next that rofc was waiiton ***, 
With front afTurcd, and drefled en Cavalier ^^ 
A*** ( /w ) led her forth. Jack Hmm^ {n ) followed. 
While Grooms and Jockeys in full chorus hallooed. 
The tale (he told 'twere needlefs to repeat, 
Twas Meflalina*s hiftory compleatj 
She loved to ride, and to be ridden too. 
And came prepared to give the Devil bis due. 



Old * * ( ^ ) trembled at fuch yigoroas boaft. 
And quick difrniiTed her from the Stygian coaft* 
To **'s Cafe in point, {p) he thus alludes, 
^* Rough Riders^ male or female. Hell excludes.**^ 



Then with a high and all-commanding air^ 
Slowly advancing, ♦*♦, once fair. 



•• , 



( » ) A foreign Count with whom (he had her drApuilie amour. 
(n) A Poftillion with whom (he had her fecond. 
( ^ ) See The Diaboliad, laft page, and laft line. 
(p) See The Diabdiad, page 13, firft paragraph. 



Appeared 



• •• • * 
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AfTpeared in diftant view. The Cyprian Dame, 
Efcorted by her Mars, {q) afpired to claim 
The vacant Crow.i ; but haply on her way, 
Perceiving in a nook feme Imps at play. 
She turned afide, to learn fome fleight of hand, 
To cut, or fliuffle, and the game command; 
Some new device, fome yet-unpradifed -cheat, 
To cozen, pilfer, and the Rook complcat. 
m m 4^ ♦#^*##*#»* 

This gave advantage to a rival Quean ^ 
To take her place, and piior audience .gaiiL 



» - » •» \ 



^* now prcfled before, and claimed defert. 
For having broke a too fond hu(baad*s hearty 
STet to the joys of marriage- rites ftill true, 
>£re one was dead, (he had engaged with two: 
The firft ihe jilted, being thought too tanie, 
^Preferred the Bully jof her ticklifli fame^ 



( j ) We confcfs ourfcWes to be in doubt whcriier the Poet aliudesto Cancni €•, 
«to the SccrcUFy at War^ in thispaffage. 
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And like Sluikria in Cervantes Talc, 

The bleeding Bqfil wed, Camacbo ( r ) kft to rail : 

^♦##*######«## 
############## 

But timorous *♦, in a fore affright, 

Hearing the defpcrate prowefs of her Knight, 

Replied, ^^ I dare not to this niatch agnee, 

** Who fights my Priefts, ( j) would play the Devil with me." 



( r ) And his raiKng has had good cffeA, we hear^ as the Don has got ten thouiand 
pieces, and a good riddance into the bargain, for a releafe of contraft. This is the 
fecond Suitor this Heroine has bought off. The firft was one to whom Ihc bad been 
a/tianced by her father's will, and who pioufly attending to the advice of Soloipon, 
Leave off Centention lefort ii ie meddled wHb^ remitted his claim, upon that Con- 
dition. 

( J ) This alludes to a late extraordinary I^oel ; but we cannot fee why xht Poet 
has taken the liberty of putting the Noun into the Ptural Number here ; for the 
Member of the Church Militant in that martial ftrife, is but one ; and wc cannot 
fuppofe our Author meant to compliment him with the name of I^/c»— Kor is that 
kcvercnd JPcrfort yet in pofleflion of Pluralities^ .eikher^ In a future Edition perhaps 
we may be able to explain this nuttter further. 



b K^xt 



JO 
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Next ***, not far behind in fame, 
With front aflured, fteppcd forth to urge her daim; 
Yet modeftly denied all innate vice. 
But owned fhe bought one at a dearer price-; 
And like a PlatoniA> in flrain fublime^ 
Became a pander to a Siiler's crime -,. 
Boa/ling that thofe who felii(h views diicard^ 
Take vice, like virtue, as its own reward : 
Till foon by loofe example trained to ill. 
And being refolvcd hex cup of guilt to fill,. 
Scorning to be by vulgar patterns led, 
She cho^ the huiband of a Sifter's b«d. 



# # 



# # 



# # 



Nonnulla defunt. 



^■jru^Ji^. 'K-^^ •: 



• '#' '!►'#♦"♦ # m # m 

J* 

Ere (he had finifhed, ftepping Itraight between. 

Her rival fillt^r, with indignant mien,. 

Denies her merits to be Satan's Queen.. 

*' Her flight pretence, (he cried, from me (lie earned', 

,*' Who taught her ali thofe arts from jou I learned 3 



••^ 



: K 



\ % 1 



) * 



Najr 
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^ ^ ^ - . . Of 



•* Nay^ even the crimes (he pradlifed, ne'er. were xnezsxt, 1, 
Nor was my' fpoufe inveigled— i&^ was lent ;. > 

And tho' £be forged an heir — 'twas by confent z . j 



• * 



M 



•# 






I J 



? :«.'/ 



*< For merely to maintain domeftic chorus,. 

** She joined a SUius ( / ) to her hu{band*s Sporus. ( «. J 

Malta defiderantur^ 



M 



« 



V . ■* 



:i.J.:J 



;:-.r 









♦* While I, tho* unprovoked by Wedlock's ducs,^ 

** Being facrificed to pathics, or the ftews, 

** A volunteer in Vice, purfucd the game^ ,, ^ • . 

** Turk, ( ^ ) Jew, {y ) or Infidel, ( 2; } to me the fame j^ ^ 



( t ) One of the Galants of Mejfalinay whom Ihc publicly gdarrjycd^^ia Ijj^r hp(band-t» 
life time. 



41, ■• *^ •■♦ ». ^ 



( « ) One of Nero's Ganymcdcs, whom he habited like a woman^ and cff tfufed la 
form. 

{x) A certain Envoy from the P^r/<? at PinV.'--''^^' ^'-•' '^"^^^'Ji 'i:«fii :j 

(J^) 2"**/, zn Ifraelite — but not wiiboui gniiey in L^iidoal i:;?!^ jr . 
(2r) Any Libertine, any where. 



• : .■ ' 



••N 
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^ Nay more, to crown my crimes in this career, 

<* At length brought forth a furreptitlous heir, (a) 

** Whicl) tho* the laws prevented to fucc^d, {b) 

^^ The will fliould be accepted for the deed/* 



While (he fuch Bom Dea myflcrles ( c ) 
Reveals in open Court, without difguife ; 
Satan by turns the Candidates furveyed. 
And having heard ihclh friendly rivals plead. 
Seemed for a while in doubt how to decide 
Which had tlie jufteft claim to be his Bride. 



At 



(a) To the ♦** title, and ** eftates. 

{b) Her hufband, upon hearing of her pregnancy, after feparation i^ men/a it 
iboro^ inftituted a fuit which precluded her baftard from inheriting ; which theAaguft 
Body of our Peerage, *tis to be fuppofcd, have had ample reafon to rejoice at, fincet 
on account of the acccfllon of the prcfent illuftrious Noble* 

( c) This refers to a certain /ifmtf/^ coterie^ held anciently in Rome, and confecrated 
to the Goddcfs of that name •, from which aflcmbly all Males were publicly excluded, 
though fomctimcs particular favourites were privately admitted j as ChdiuSj &c. T^his 

fame 



\ 
« 
\ 
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At length refolved, rejefts their equal plea> 
As being Sifters — Sifters^ every way. {d) 



The Court at length fatigued, here made a paufcj^ 
To gain frefh fpirits to renew the caufe ; 
And fo adjourned itfelf an hour or fo. 
And with the reader's leave well do fo too. 
Some fay they fpent this happy interval 
In riot, and in feafting carnival > - ' 



fame Madam Bona Dea was an unfortunate wtMnan^ who had been whipped Co death 
by her hulband, for being a drunkard. *Twas but a piece of poetical jufticct (hat fhe 
who had lived like a Sow^ fliould die like a Pig ; and this might, perh^pSj haye been tlie 
rcafon of one of her Rites, which was the Sacrificing a Sow-pig on her Altar. The 
inllrument of her infii^ion too, according to the fame laws of poetical juftice, may 
alfo hint at another failing of this good Lady% as it was a MyriU rod, a tree facred to 
Venus. Her hufband repented him of his Severity, vowed (he ^9A % gecd f^oman^ \n the 
main, and deified her by way of atonement. j. 

How happy for. the world of morals fince, that the Pope has wrjeftcd the power of 
Apotheojts^ out of the hands of the heathens ; for furcly in all the Romifh Bifffarale 
of Saints, there is not fuch a canonization as this 1 

( i ) An exprcflion in the Play of Love for Love, made ufe of from one S'illcr to 
another, upon finding a bodkin in the Jluprous bed where the other had left ir. Sm* 
proHS from Stuprum^ q. e. Adulter turn cum nuptd. Vide PapiKianu^y de Lege Julia, 

' E- A<? 



4^ % 
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As fons of tumult ufe, in law or war, 
Who fight in fi-lds, or wrangle at the bar. 
For whatfoe'er Metaphyficians think. 
The Gods are faid to love both tneat and drink; 
And Jews with Heathens in this point agree. 
That Deities are not from hunger free ; 
For Homer treats his Gods and his Goddcfles 
With facred nedar and ambrofia meffes ; 
Who, when they all had got divinely drunk. 
Played Thunderer, or Ravifher, or Punk : 
Tho' Tbcologifts may pretend to (hew it. 
That this but proves the hunger of the poet ; 

* 

To fuch a one, they fay, was natural thinking. 

The blifs fupreme of eating and of drinking. 

But what furmife can they objedl to thofc. 

Who have affirmed the fame in fimple profe ? 

For did not Abraham his table fpread. 

Before three Angels, both with veal and bread ? 

And did not Lot unleavened cake provide. 

To feed like guefts, who in his houfe abide ? ( * ) 



' ' r ■ 



U" 't'^ •''' 






{*) Jbide for -abided, Auihoritate graaunatica et poetica. 

Bttt 



r . in; 
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But whether Spartan black-broth fups the Devils, - : -» ii^rt oii ' 

Or brimftone foup fupplies their nightly revels, . ^.4 . . i^ » ^ uti.ii ^' 

Or whether coftive pitch their cooks prepai;e, 
Drenched and diluted with true Norway tar ; 
Can never be inveftigated here ; 

And much, I truft, we ne'er (hall tafte them thexcu 
For even the objedls of my harfhefl fentencc, 
I call up not to judgment, but repentance. 
Howe'er that be, I (hall not fquander rhime. 
In gue(fing how thcfe Demons fpent their time^ 
During their (hort recefs ; but re-afliime 
The broken thc^ad, and weave it in my loom* 



• ti 



Soon as the Court tetarned^ a female band. 
In Mafquerade difguiied, marched hand in hand $ . : i '^ 

Some with vermilion and cerufe befmeared^ '■■ ' 

Behind their vizards no ^ediion feared ^ . i- -ij/H • • ■- 

Others in white and blue arrayed, belie ^ n oi^ ^ 

The emblems of innocence and conftancy. 
But Nomenclators were not wanting there, 
Their characters and perfons to declare. , 






B*» 
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B • * flood foremoft in this motley train. 
Attended by her lovely daughters twain, 
G## and C»»»s S# and M*# next ^ 
Then frontlefs B^* with mien unfexd; 
While Lady P*», *midft this frolic crew. 
Shewed half her face afide, but quick withdrew, (e) 

Catera defunt. 



w S 

' r. I- 1] p/l? :)■)) oT 



* f 



i'-sir ••^: ?>i::t bn/\ 



. K . Mtui »ir;r* r 



•■:: -:. :.;?ir';..-'> 






.. , .. --» V 



Thefe in loud chorus raifed their voice to ling ' ' '-'"^ 

The laud and glory of Hell's mighty '"King ; ' '" "^ ' ! ^hrJhiA 



But to his Throne or bed made not pretenfion. 
As wedlock ties to them had no detention > 



•^ cim 






''Ad^rr 



■ # 



( ^ ) There were feme reports at firft t<^ the difadi^ntage of fhis Lady's Charac- 
ter, on her re[taration from her hufband, as there is but one cauie to whiciv iiicK 
breaches are generally imputed ; but her condudl and behaviauc, ev^f ,6mx^ buft 
been fo prudent and irreproachable, that fuch hady and unwarranted cenfuce h^s 
long died away. Our Author has Ihewn great candour jn this paflage, and^'feems 
merely to have hinted at the fcandal, in order to obviate the reproach, 

Cchfeffing 
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Confeffing they would chufe unlicenfed love. 
Rather than be the Conjugate of Jove. 
They faid they only juft ftept do\^n in fportf 

* 

To fee the manners of the Infernal Court, 
And take an antepaft of what might be 
Their future lot, when death (hould (et them free* 
So curtiying low retired, with jocund air. 
And to their former haunts on earth repair* 



Then next, with haggard look, ai^d mica demure. 
Late from the Ifle of Saints and Literature, (f) 
Arrived a Dame, with brogue and Impudence, 
Who to the Infernal Throne thus makes pretence : 
^' I bear my tide from a land diftind, 
*^ Which claims a kingdom in its own precind } 
*^ The rule of Tacitus binds not our coaft. 



S€ 



Imperium in Imperio is its boa ft; {^g ) 



(/) Ireland, fo intitled from the acra of St. Patrick, who firft introduced religion 
4Kid learning there, and (anftificd that Holy-Land from toads and ferpeats« 
kZ ) l^his is what the Hiftorian calls aMonfter ia Polity^ 

F ^« And 
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** And fcorning Common. Law fecurkies, ■ 

*' Bond, pledge, and oath arc made its fureties. (h) 

^ Such dear prerogatives fo fired my foul, 

*^ Their irnpulfe love nor duty could controul j 

** Tho' wedded to a youth whofe form and face 



. {• 






<« 



Approved him of the true Milejian race * ( / ) 



» . ■ . 



. ' '\ 



*^ So able in difchargc of marriage vows, 

« ' As would have feared a Macaroni Spoufc 3 ( ^ ) 

** Yet all thefe rare endowments fet at nought, 

^* I fpurned fuch blifs, and with ambition fraught, 

** I foon on this fair mountain left to feed^ , 

" To batten on a Moor : ( /) Opprobrious deed ! ,^.,q 

'* For this I did, like Gertrude^ ( »j ) at a time 

** When th* hey-day in the blood had pafled its prime. 



( i& ) The modus of lending money in that Diftrid is, to take a bond for the fuoit a 

pledge for the value, and an oath for the performance of covenants. 

* .'• ' - • 

(1) The ancient Irifh, fo called from Mle/iusy a Spanifh general, who is fiud to 
have peopled that Country, long before the days of Sc. Patrick, with a Colony Sf^c 
defendants arc remarkable for broad Ihoulders and thick legs. 

(k) The Macaronies are a Species of Spindlc-fhankcd Gentry, who are feid to 
want nothing but voices, to be Italian fingers. 

(I) Hamlet's Speech tb his Mother. j 

( i» ) The Queen in Hamlet. 

" And 



■ ■> 
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'^ And jyj^ /i&^ judgment ripe :{n) But vice J)rcvailcd, 
" Where paffion, reafon, and efteem had failed 1 

** Thro* various freaks of wild caprice I ran, 
** Preferred a Pigmy to a proper Man ; 
** Scorning by human Morals to be tied, 
'* And fmit with ardour to become thy Bride, 
** Left my uncertain fteps (hould move aftray, 
*^ I chofe a Sooterkin ( ^ ) to lead the way. 



\ 



Hiatus valde defiendus. 



Here rofe the Chancellor to make reply, 
As confcience-keeper to his Majefty. {p) 

" Moft mighty Liege," he faid, ** I've heard a Stoiy, 

** That in that Land there is a Purgatory^ ( y ) 



^ciA •* 






» • * 



« ' \ 



' *". ' ■ 



•• f ■ 



■f '- ■■ J 



■( ^ 



• >-» 



il.J 






fi'itr// 






(») The words iii Italic, in thcfc two lines, are a Parody bri tBc al>bveSpCwK. 






^^ (i^) A ibrtof falfe conception, faid to be produced by the 0utcn womeii, from 
3«h*!r iittil% ib conftanrly over their ftovcs. ^ * 

(/>) This is one of the titles br charaiflcrs of the Chancclfor of Eriglahai' aifum- 
iJtditt^fdrliicr Times, ■ when the King^s Confcflbrs, whether Kfhopsi 'Tncfes or Deacons, 
were ufually preferred to this high poft. ^ 

( J ) There is a fpot in Ireland, denominated J/. P^lHck^s PkrgatAj.^ i. i - v v 



/. 
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^* Founded and confecratcd by its Patron, (r ) 



** Whofc hallowed flames difqualify this Matron, 
" For Aujlin^ who firfl: broached this $rdealjire^ 
** Decreed that toafted fouls (hould ne er come nigher 
«* To thefe abodes ; and tho* this dodlrinc flept, 
** For near two Centuries^ till Gregory, th' adept 
** In theologic Lore, revived the flame, 
^* And made it part of his hierarchal fcheme: (x) 
" Yet by the Compadl betwixt Priefl: and Devil, 
«' We mud fubmit to this too partial cyil. 



*• Jn 



' :' i • 



( r ) Si. Patrick is ftiled the Patron Saint of Hiierma. 

(s) We cannot explain this whole paflage better, than in the words of aa ingeaioss 
modern Author, who thus exprefTes him&lf upon this Subjed : 

** As to Purgnt^ry^ this doflrine was never even fo much as thought of *till Si. AnftinH 
*^ cime \ who both faid, and unlaid ic, and zx, laft left it dpubtful % aor did it come into 
^* the leaft manner of credit, 'cill about two hundred years dSttu in the time of Bope 
*^ Gregory the Firft. What a number of Souls muft have been lying ifleep in Idmhf 
^' all this while, 'till his Holinefs thought it time to awaken them to tornocnts^jfi 



Cm ■ 



ii 



gnd 9f the Cbarcb ! The Doctors themfelves are fo divided, as to all the polnta ,|ad 
circumdances of this Faith, that perhaps it; may be an entertainment to the Rndffr 
to hear the various and (ontradidory opinions that have been fonbcd about it. 

•• Fiift 
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*« In fuch fucccflion would be found a flaw, 

** As 'tis forbidden by the Canon-Law ; 

*^ I therefore think this cafe exceeds our fcope, 

" Nor (hould we quarrel with our friend the Pope^' 






....;.• : . 



u 



True," Satan cried, " if rogues {hould difagree. 



** On what a flippVy rock (lands Holy- See ? 

** Tho* ferioufly, what faith on fuch reliance, 

*^ Since Ganganelli (a:) has infringed the alliance, 

" And at our empire late has hurled defiance ? 

" But let us do our part, and leave the fliame 
" Of broken contracts, to frail mortals' blame." 

Then turning to the Dame, her fuit rejected— ^ 
The Dame retired, tho not abajked^ dejeded. 



\ 



** Firft, then, as to the place, where they fuppofe this vifionary gaol to lie. j£fki/fs,yif^)i 

" have it to be at the bottom of the Sea, others in Mojunt jEtna^ or Vtfuvius : Byt the 
•* learned Bernard de BufiishzSj with the moji probabilily^ determined it to a hiil in Ireland \ 
*' as there is a Cave under it, in that Kingdom, known by the nanleof SL Patrick's Pur'* 
*' gatory\ and he (hewed them that fpot for the place, when he converted the whole Ifljind 

%■•;■•."■ \ '» •• . ^ - , 

" to the Chriftian Faith, by demonftrating the Trinity from the example of a Sbamrock.'*^ 
' ' Pricftcraft DilplayecJ'*; oi^a'Biftory of the Religious Jbggklsibf ilneitfftt and.Mod^'n 
Rome. Sec the Wcftminfler Magazine for February and March 1773* ..j-ti ^ 

( X ) The lafe iPdp^, and onlj infallible one. See his Li^.«idLctcersdftteIy» puUiftted. 
■ ■ ' G Then 
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Then next moved forward, waddling on her ftuinps, 
A weight to put poor Atlas to his trumps; 
A Dame that late had puzzled heraldry 
To fay what Alias it (hould ftile her by 5 
Who, had fhe been but born in days of yore. 
Would have given Hercules one labour more 3 
For fure no mortal Might for her was able, 
fiut his who cleanfed the foul Augean Stable. 
By Nature wanton, falfe, and prone to ill^ 
Beauty (he had, and .wicked wit at will ; 
Confident ftill in Vice, from firft to laft. 
Thro' fcenes of many- coloured (/) life (he paft. 
Not brookipg long in amorous flames to burn. 
She whored or wedded, as it ferved her turn j 
She married and unmarried as (he pleafed. 
While Lords {u) and Doftors Commons ftood amaz'd ! 



1 



' ( / )An Epthet of DoAor Johnfon's, in his Prologue to the opening of Drary-Lane 
Theatre. 
'i^u) The Houfe of Lords. 

But 
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But now grown wifer, (he rofolv'd to fiK 

Her feat of empire on the banks of Styx s 

But firft enquired, ** Are any here who knew. 

** A Devil on Earth, whom Men call Le Boiteux ^ ( at ) 

^* For vengeance on him, even to Helh^gates {y)\ come j 

«* And know, my Liege, Tmjuft arrived from Rome; (a) 

** On earth he made my Hell % and have not I, 

*' As Satan's Queen, ( <j) a right to make him fry ? 
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( X ) Our Ariftophancs, or Bevil upon Vlwq Sticks^ with whom this Lady held a fort of 

Mountebank Correfpondence, upon the occafion of a Piece of his then coming our, in 

which fome part of her private hiftory, of fuhUc notoriety, was to be exhibited on thp 

Stage. ^ 

# 
( J? ) The Author, we fuppofe, meant here to allude to one of her Letters, upon the 

above occafion ; but he is miftaken in the paflage *, the Lady did not promife to carry 

her complaifance ibfar. As well as we can recoiled, fhe only mentioned that (he would 

attend him to ^yiurn^ and then leave him to fhift for bimfelf, and^^ to its Devil bis 

« 

own way. ^ ' - 

(2:) She had lately a villa near that City, arid lived in great intimacy with the 
Pope. 

{a) This exprcffion was rather prematiire — She was but prcfumptive Confort. But, 
perhaps^fhe thought fhe might do in Hell as (he had done on Earth, and marry whom 
flie plea(ed, right or wrong. 



it 



Whit 
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^* What mufic to my ears, to hear him yell, / ifji^^; -if,^ -,^ 

" And make his Trip to Calais^ (i) one to Hell ! ■\.-'jf y.y,;^^ nviT 

" Above he Tcapei my utmoft fpite and power, 

*' Grant me revenge, I afk no other Dower ! 

** And reft my Suit for juftice, on this hope, 

** That I am recommended by the Pope." (c) 

Who faw and heard her pleading, muft confefs, . 

Sh' had Faljlpff^ flefli, and wit, and wickednefs ; .... 

Tho' fome there were who thought her wanton plight 

Refcmbkd more Dull Tear- Sheet y than the Knight. , , 

Yet Satan cried, ** Thy claim I muft deny, 

*^ For want of one Vice more, Hypocrify ; (//) 



■■4 



- < . • . . 









(l) This Piece was. afterwards reprcfented ; but vvl'iethcr tlirough fear> favour, or 
fer, \7as fo ^rblcd, as foon to fink in^o oblivion. 



' t • I ii 



•.» 



( c) Thcfe two Potentates have ever been in ftri(3: confederacy together; •AdHiiS">HH 
fallible Holinefs has fcnt more fouls to Satan's empire, by his pardons^ cbfibuivltt 0fi 
indulgenceSy than ever were difpatched thither from tht Sen ffold-itr the GidlfWMi .\ 

(d) This was the anfwer of the late Lord Chtfterficid, to a profligate Paribn who 
was rccomnwndcd to him as a Chaplain, once, when he was going Ambafiador to 
The Slates. There were fcandalous Panons in thcfe times, it fecms, as well as in tlic 
prefcnt ones, 

'* Year 
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"^ Your barefaced Sinners arc not wdirtlt my nodce, 
•' Demure pretending Saints, bac efi'm^itU) {i). 
*' Then back return, re-wed your fbnncr Peer, 
*^ And tafte an Hell on earth, ere you come h«l!Ct** 



. ; . r f . » . ^, ... * .- , ^ , , .^. . ^ ,f ■ ^ * 



I 



'.' br. .'. u >. 



I • •« - -»•--» i . : 1; . 

The Court was now dSlurbed* A ^oviai tidop, ;?;m^ \ 
Of female libertines appeitred en gft>ufit $ , 



w »\ J . 



'^ ... 



> ." » . • . . > 



J i- •• * li i 



' « I 



-*-*> 



« 1 #■ * 



f ••_ ♦ « 



1 • , I 



iH ' '■ nn i s Ti ''> '-^ i Ti ^ and aJHdndrod fiiuotsei . 

Which noify Amazons x6adb fudi- i^xi*t> . w ', 

That Satan thought \ had been a Polifli Diet. 

** Zounds !'* quoth hej iii a rage^ ^* whence ibis abufeJ. . > ^; 

« Call up my guards^What! is allfWlf hr^e^lflofei'; jr. n, ^;. 'ij,y^^ , r 




^'»'.. 



(r) this i^i iSetitehoe. froth llbfibn We fa% qqpted<-~The Veii>.£ 
is 'in t^pi«ftriMp)etftiSt'tenfe there, b^ littlne^ into t^e pcvfbot jnoie 
^0hej df ^ #ke«> of Verft^ *bi^ HAk Iche^t^ri^itMiy pf ^rocruftes^ lengthehs or fliok:tens 
tiie Dlemberi) accdrdinff is they fuit itST own meafmr. Bur poffib^ our Author, who 

• f f ~ 

M ad adcfit. Ikt ^iietapl^j&d). m^f tipljf thk th^re Is Ao diftmftion of dmes or ienfes^ \k 
;&e^S«^6n^bfJSpirit^-^-dte pall^ tbe pireibir^ and th^ future being all tlie InCtitiifto'w, 
ttmting immbrfid beiihf;^ .. : 






»*' »u i 
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The jdcafcncd Cryer thrice proclaimed, O T<^jr /-s?-* - < * : *fi J;/, ir.f. ' 
And Imps and Implings (/) gave a general hife. _ ^ , .^ 



•^ ♦ 



i:, // 1 yi *t f 



Silence at laft obtained, each drove to (hew ; :''.'^ 

m 

Her fevcral right to rule the roajl below j 

Till Satan tired with prate^ thus made reply -^ 1 

•• Your claims fo like, and equal are, diat I :Jh 

1 

** Can fee no choice,, except Polygamy : , - y 

** But when my future Queen takes ftate upoa hw,. ... 
•* Ye (hall be all preferred to — Maids K^fUondut'^^ ^g^ 



* • . . * »■' 



i • .•!•., 



ri 



• • • y 

The Scene now (hifted, on^ the ftagc appear* : 
The Sock and Bufkin Heroines, -linked k>-i)aif8f \ 1 ' 



. / • 



• • 


^ 


1 




j: 
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• 
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' 
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':! 


%•»-■•- 


• ♦ 








« 
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(/) We have looked for this dtminutrve of a dimmiitive^. iii;Jofanfi)n*s^PiAjpnaiyt ict 
^iiir.«*- We -arei * therefore,, at a krfi for fnflic^rit ; authority :t(f iupport' : l^q woid, e»- 
cepc we may fbppbfe it an- all u (ion to tte Vulgar '^exprefiidn^ which lajiibin^iiilQS'flppIjMd 
td a demure Sinner,' fb^ be fs as hnoani arm IkvHof ^fwo Tears oU. ; 

>(g ). Here tht Devil fccms to have been a little out, in the poitft tof Et^ttte f fc^ m 
tkh ilUiftrious groupe are all Rlalrons^-he- coold-o'nly itpjpoirit'WreW'to^t' Z^rttef^jT fke 

B 
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B *• and Y firft trail the purple f rain 5 1 

Next A and B intervene^ ' I 

Twixt Y and B , who clofe the Scene. J 



ft 






Their Plea was nwdeft, which is fomething rare. 
In any Modern male or female Player ; {b) 
For, not prefumlng on their own demerits^ 

Their peccadillos, in this land of j^/V/Vx, f . 

They only claimed, that having a&td Queens^ 
Oil CovENT Garden and old DruryV fcencs. 
And being Shadows, in the mimic fhow. 
Their rank they challenged in the Shades below > 
And thought themfelves intitled to obtdin 
An equal dignity in Pluto's reign. (/) 

(b) Our Author's Safrcafm here is, in gwieral, too trUe;*for we fcnoM^/ bu&ifew ex* 
ceptions to the rtnfi'ark. ' ..■...- ., ..^.f^,^ vi 

( / ) A poetical licence again ? Sec our former Note, updh a^fiiiiilaV pi3(fl&g>^' in ffage i^ 
But probably the Author meant to be critical, in this place, bjr'm^kmg a diftinc- 
^^n^^erc t^twecn .j,he%ipa^'^Qa4-y Taria-rus of thc^ P.agarvC re(qd<».,apd ethereal .HcU of the 
Cbriftian Belief. . In the firft. Souls were but 5/W^ re;/, which was too mctaphyfica] ar 

■ * s 

notion to fway the multitude. But the latter dodlrine tells us, that we Ihall j)'V/i up cur 

crumh zQzin, at the day of judgment, in order .to rccavt urpcral pnnfjhvjcnt. This is 

Jbifiblc, fubftantial, and edifying. 

Sataw 
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Satan, who has wit and fcumour, if he'd (hew it/ 

(For who but him made Rochester a Poet? 

Or who the Author of the Henriadi ( i& ) 1 

Infpired to write the filthy Pucellade? (/) ^ 

Or inftigated the DiaboladeJ ? {m^) J 

Thus, with a fly, Sardonic fmile, replied ; 

** Your claim, fair Puppets, muft be here denied i 

** For, hear a truth, a truth for once I'll teH : 



1 

•* Whate'cr your (late, while yet oo earth yc dwell, V 

•* Your Grcen-Room Dolls are Kitcbai Maids m Hell." ('» ). J. 



(*) M. Voltaire. 

{I) La Pucelk <f OrliaASi of, The Maid of OHcaAi. 



I , 



{m) The Diaboladc^ for The Diabotiad. The firft fliould have becfi the Titlej by all 
tules of Derivation. 'Tis a Subftantive^ and tht latter is an Adjedire. Diaboliai«f , i2^^ 
dum. Befides the juftnefs of the alteration in the Word, our Author might have; had a 
further intercft in it, alfo, as his own Title of Diabo-Lady derives mort fairly frotti one 
Vord than the others 

{n) This i^ meant irt Opjiolltioii tb Maids of Honour^ abbrc-mcntiohed ; as he did not 
think their llation or character In life^ entitled them to any higher office^ Mit'thfc 
Honfehold of the Pandernonium. 

Aft 
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At length with dimpling cheek, and lectiag eyci - ^, >(.;: '»-,.< i/j-i ^^jfj ,),f7; t^'j^ 

Long noted in the rolls of Infamy, i , -^ .•!-' - ^.. o-i^uA f^/lj ^rly/ jO 

** ftept forth, and clann'd the vacant crown, • ^ ' i «" « c;iV-:q-r) 

For every crime that bears in Hell renown. x V t ,^. 



Her argument fhc thus maintained with force, '^^'- 
Recounting deeds of blame from bad to worfe: 

Tho' bleft with beauty, rank, and powers to engage. 
To charm in Youth, and win Time-honour S ( o )age ; 
Yet ftill ambitious of a nobler aim, 
I fquandered beauty, dignity, and fame. 
To earn thy notice, thy loved Empire own, 
And, jure infernali^ fliare thy throne — 
Falfe to my hufband's bed, I fcorned to rove 
Thro' common guilt, but chofe inceftuous love ; 



1 . i 



^y 






( (?) An Epithet borrowed from Shakefpeare, in Richard II. 



,' • I- 
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I drove him to diftradion and defpair. 

And then r^/w(w^i/ a Sifter and her heir; ^' ">- - : r^^ 



/ :.;-:- \:^.v ^^ii. 






, •■'. 
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To 
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•* To make Succcflion fure, «a!id feal the deed, 
•*' Which helped my (purious iffue to fucceed (p) 

'** Of favours profligate, and nothing nice, 
^' In many another mean ignoble vice^ 
^ I gamboled, and 1 gambled deep at play, 
*** And raifed finances in lefs legal way ; 
** IJiveateJ^old, (y ) and pradtifed every cheat, 
^ Which, known to thee, I need not here repeat. 
•* My deeds with thine compared, in every art, 
^ Prove me in all — thy worthy counterpart : 
^* In fine, to crown my merits, you (hall find 
•♦* I'm the reverfe of her you left behind : 
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j(/)) This is an old Story, and we confdfs that we agree in !theiiitnerG&anty *fv)rii 
i he good old Woman, who, hearing of the PaJJlon^ one Sunday at Church, faid, thac* 
MW // wasfo long -ago^ Jbe hoped in the Lord that it was not true. 

.;( y .) Another obfolete Story^ 



T H E D I A B O-L A D Y. s^ 



Kay more, to (hew me fit to ftiare thy fway, i 

Beholdj my Liege, my locks, like thine, are grey, (r) j^n'v/ 

Father of Lies ! accept my proffered hand. 
What richer portion canft thou now demand ? 
For e'en to all the Ruflias (hou'dft thou rove, 
I equal Catherine, both in hate and love ; 
And were Semiramis herfelf alive. 
With her in deeds of darknefs I dare ftrivc.** 



The liftening Imps with wonder flood amazed^ 
And at each period fubtler fulphur blazed -, 
While at a diftance, on the Elyfian Plains, 
Where even the Bleft: re-adt their former fcenes 
Of mortal life, was feen in gefture wild, 
^ mournful Mother iveeping der ker child. ( j ) 
The aftonifli'd Court fat filent all the while, 
Satan grinned horribly a ghajlly fmile ; ( / ) 
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(r ) See The Diaboliad, page 23. 

(j) Seepage 17, laft line, 

(/) Grinned borrilly^ &c. M:lto.v* 
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• * 

Then cried, " Rcfolvcd — I fvvcar by Sacred Styx, 

•*' On thy alliance my firm choice I fix." 

The nuptial torches yield a brimftone flame. 

And Heralds are commanded to proclaim. 

With -/Etna's thunders, and infernal Yell, 

" ** is crowned unrivalled Queen of Hell !^ 
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